Mitochondrial diseases--an expanding spectrum of disorders and affected genes.
Mitochondrial diseases are a heterogeneous group of disorders caused by the impairment of the mitochondrial oxidative phosphorylation system which have been associated with various mutations of the mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) and nuclear gene mutations. The clinical phenotypes are very diverse and the spectrum is still expanding. This review gives an overview of the principal clinical phenotypes and the molecular genetic basis of mitochondrial disorders identified so far.